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Jewish profiteers then made their appearance, in-
tensifying the anti-Semitism always latent in the
German people.

Traders, profiting from the famine and the pro-
gressive devaluation of the mark, bought goods abroad
and sold them in Germany at exorbitant prices. They
exploited the Reichsbank, skilfully insinuated them-
selves into the Government machine, established
invaluable contacts with high officials, and even pulled
strings in Ministers' private offices, thus compromising
those who should have represented authority and
defended the poor against their exploiters. The
scandals that surrounded the names of Galician Jews
such as Kutisker, Barmatt and Sklareck caused the
precarious edifice of German finance to totter and
roused a storm of indignation. The exploits of the
Barmatt brothers, who were expelled from Germany,
were continued in shameless fashion in Holland, where
another scandal broke out a year ago as a result of
their criminal operations. The three Sklareck brothers
continued their unsavoury activities in Czecho-
slovakia.

Big German industry finished the work begun by
speculators. Stinnes, the industrial magnate, who
started in the coal transport trade, made a colossal
fortune and bought out all his competitors, ruining
smaller concerns. Inflation set in. Every month, every
week, every day and every hour the value of the mark
declined.

Our salaries were paid daily, and it was difficult to
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